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WHAT DOES IT
MEAN TO BE A
CITIZEN?

Stability
Security
A life-changing event for you and your
family. (Family reunification)
The ability to vote
An organizing tool for the union: “my union
helped me become a citizen.”



UNDERSTANDING THE
PATHWAY TO CITIZENSHIP

No Status

Undocumented
folks who have

either never had
status or who had
status at one point

that expired.

Some
Status

Non-immigrant visa
holders, TPS, asylees

/ refugees, DACA
holders, .

LPR

Lawful Permanent
Residents are those
who have adjusted
their status to one
that will last for the

rest of their lifetime. 

Citizen
The final step: as a
citizen, you enjoy

the full benefits and
security of the

United States and
you are not subject

to removal.*



HOW DOES ONE
BECOME A CITIZEN?
Becoming a citizen can occur through three
separate methods: by birth, by automatic
acquisition, or by naturalization. 

01.
Jus Soli - “right of the soil.”
In the U.S., anyone born on
American soil automatically
becomes a U.S. citizen, as per the
14th Amendment of the Constitution.
This is a product of the post-Civil
War Amendments.

02.
After-acquired citizenship (derivative
citizenship) happens if one or both
parents naturalized before the child
became 18 and that parent(s) had
custody of the child and met the
same residency requirements. 

03.
Naturalization -- a choice to become
a United States citizen through
applying for the status. In order to
apply, one must meet certain
eligibility criteria.



SO HOW DOES THIS
PROCESS BEGIN?
The law outlining the requirements for becoming a
United States citizen is outlined at INA 316 and the
accompanying regulations at 8 CFR 316. In essence,
the requirements break down into 6 categories: Age
/ Residency requirements; physical presence; good
moral character; English language requirements;
civics knowledge; and your willingness to swear
allegiance to the United States.



AGE & RESIDENCY
1. AGE -- you must be at least 18 years of age to apply to
become a United States citizen. 
2. You must have been a Lawful Permanent Resident of the
United States for at least five years, or 3 years if you are
married to a United States citizen.
3. During those required years, you must have lived
continuously in the United States (meaning no trips longer
than 6 months). If you have trips that are longer, talk to an
attorney!
4. You must have been physically present in the United
States for at least half of the required years (913 days of 5
years, e.g.)
5. You must have resided in the state from which you are
applying for citizenship from for at least 3 months. 



GOOD MORAL
CHARACTER (GMC)
During the required years, you must have maintained
GMC by not having:

Been a habitual drunkard1.
committed a crime involving moral turpitude,
prostitution, drug offenses

2.

Profited from illegal gambling3.
given false testimony to the U.S. government4.
been in jail for more than 180 days5.
been convicted of an aggravated felony6.
failed to pay child support7.
not paid your taxes8.

8 C.F.R. 316.10



ENGLISH LANGUAGE
REQUIREMENTS & CIVICS
During the naturalization test itself in front of a USCIS officer, the applicant
will need to be able to:

Demonstrate an ability to speak, read, and write in English.1.
Demonstrate a knowledge of the fundamentals of US civics. 2.

POP QUIZ!

Exceptions to the English requirements:
Age > 50, residency > 20 years.
Age > 55, residency > 15 years.

Exceptions to civics: medical exemption.

INA 312



OATH OF
ALLEGIANCE
“I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce
and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince,
potentate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I have
heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf
of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform
noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States
when required by the law; that I will perform work of national
importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and
that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; so help me God.” 

INA 337



WHY MIGHT
SOMEONE BE DENIED
CITIZENSHIP?

Failure of the English or Civics
requirement
Lack of Good Moral Character
Failure to Respond to a Request for
Evidence

Worst-case scenario: referral to IJ for
removal from the United States.



FORM LOGISTICS
Form Name: Form N400
Available Online at the USCIS Website
Where do we file? United States
Citizenship & Immigration Services
(USCIS) varied by location.
Filing fee: $710 for paper filing ($380
for people below 400% FPG).
https://www.uscis.gov/n-400 



UCAN WORKSHOP
Sponsored by the UFCW International - no
out-of-pocket cost to the local.
IU provides Novo attorneys, structure, and
materials for the event.
The locals provide staff / volunteers, a
meeting location, and supplies.
We are currently using CitizenshipWorks
software to make this process neater and
cleaner.
The workshops can be virtual or in-person.



WORKSHOP STATIONS

Registration Pre-
screening

Application
Completion

Legal
Review

Checkout /
Packet

Assembly
Postage /
Mailing



VALUABLE
RESOURCES TO
REMEMBER:

01. USCIS N400 Website:
www.uscis.gov/n-400 

02. Our UFCW hub:
www.novo-legal.com/ufcw

03.
Reach out to us:
Email UCAN
UCAN@novo-legal.com


